
Should all dogs wear muzzles?

There has been great debate over the years, about the dangers that dogs pose to us when in public settings. After a number of serious incidents, and ever increasing numbers of dog related injuries presenting in our hospitals, surely it is time that all dog owners are forced to ensure that their dogs are wearing muzzles whenever they venture out of the family home, and perhaps even within their own properties.

Each and every dog owner has, at one point, expressed their opinions on whether muzzles are a positive or negative thing. Many individuals develop negative opinions due to associations between muzzled animals and aggressive or antisocial behaviour. They may view a muzzled dog and assume that it is dangerous. On other occasions, owners may develop their opinions based on experiences where their pet responded negatively to a muzzle and therefore decided against ever using one on their dog again.

But what is the purpose of using a muzzle? The vast majority of people share the same belief, “To stop dogs from biting.” However, it might surprise you to hear that muzzles are not just used to prevent aggressive behaviour or biting. A muzzle may also help to prevent inedible objects being eaten. Some dogs eat anything and everything including sticks, rubbish, rocks, clothing and children’s toys. Although training your dog to not behave in this way is the ideal, we can’t watch our dogs for twenty four hours each day. In addition, vets often use muzzles as a dogs first reaction to pain can be to defend itself.

On the contrary, dogs which are consistently muzzled when visiting the vets may develop a fear, associating the restraint with negativity. Muzzles inappropriately used to discourage dogs from barking, chewing or eating and drinking during the night, become a form of punishment and may result in a very negative reaction from your dog. It is also believed that a dog which has not been trained to wear a muzzle will often displays signs of panic and anxiety and act more nervously around other humans and animals.

There are widely shared preconceptions of many dog breeds as being aggressive and dangerous. Although some dog breeds, such as the Dogo Argentino, Fila Brasileiro, Pit Bull Terrier and Japanese Tosa are banned in the UK, it might surprise you to hear that the most likely dog to cause bite injuries is a Labrador, with Jack Russells, Border Collies and German Shepherds also often responsible. This evidence surely suggests that a blanket ban on dogs in open spaces without the use of muzzles would help to protect innocent pedestrians from becoming another A&E statistic.

Dr Shaun Davis, Royal Mail’s director of health and safety, said: “As a dog owner myself, I know that the overwhelming majority of dogs are friendly most of the time. But even the most placid animal will defend itself if it feels its territory is being threatened.” The company revealed that there were an astounding 2,600 dog attacks against their staff last year, with Nottinghamshire recording the highest number of incidents. Some might say that these numbers point to a problem much larger than most appreciate, and one which needs addressing urgently. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, I believe that the evidence points strongly towards the implementation of new laws concerning how dogs, of all breeds, should be handled when outside of the home. Enforcement of protective measures, such as muzzles, would ensure that Britain’s workforce could operate more safely, and that the public can utilise our open spaces without the fear of being preyed upon by unruly animals.
 
