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During the past twenty years, Closed Circuit Television cameras (CCTV) have become more and more prominent across the country. Used as an active deterrent against crime, there are now over four million in regular use, making us the most ‘watched’ country in the entire world. The hope that CCTV would go a long way towards eliminating vandalism, anti-social behaviour and unlawfulness has however been unfulfilled, with, as an example, only a tiny majority of London’s street crime being solved due to the introduction of cameras.
	
The majority of the UK’s secondary and upper schools have employed multiple cameras, designed to enhance the feeling of safety and security within the school grounds. However, although cameras can play a significant role in the identification of suspects committing a crime, they are failing to prevent the crimes from happening in the first place. Schools simply lack the budget to employ security teams to observe CCTV monitors around the clock. A set of eight camera screens may be effectively monitored by one person at a time, meaning that many schools would be forced to employ three individuals to keep a constant eye on proceedings, without considering catering for their need for break times.    

One common argument, in favour of these expensive systems, is that in the long run, they reduce educational establishment’s costs due to the money saved through the prevention of vandalism and theft. However, the vast costs associated with purchasing CCTV cameras often dwarfs those savings.

Furthermore, as well as the stifling cost implications, student and teacher privacy is heavily interfered with where CCTV is in use. Cameras have been known to have been installed in private spaces such as toilets and changing areas, with the argument being that bullying may be reduced. Teachers, however, are usually present in changing areas during lesson times and would therefore eliminate the need for cameras to be used. Some may advocate the use of cameras within all classrooms as a step towards improving pupil behaviour. However, schools already follow strict behaviour policies and it could be argued that the presence of cameras in classrooms would simply act as a distraction for those children who already struggle to focus on their learning.

In conclusion, the introduction of CCTV has proved completely ineffective in schools. They fail in their efforts to eradicate crime and vandalism and place a large financial burden on schools, who could use the money more effectively through the purchase of additional resources and technology. Most importantly, they act as a clear invasion of privacy for children and adults, who deserve the opportunity to learn and teach without feeling constantly overlooked throughout the school day. Instead of a push towards the installation of these systems, the time has come to remove them completely from our schools.










CCTV cameras should be installed in all classrooms in the UK

During the last two decades, Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras have become commonplace; visible in our streets, shops and public spaces. An estimated four million cameras are in daily use in the UK alone. The utilisation of these camera systems has allowed law enforcement to reduce crime and improve the rate of prosecution.

Although it could be said that CCTV encroaches on our privacy, a large majority of secondary schools employ multiple cameras amongst their corridors and outdoor spaces. These help to improve the feeling of safety. Many of the crimes committed within school grounds are connected to vandalism of property and graffiti. Clearly, the introduction of CCTV goes a long way towards the reduction of such antisocial crimes.

It is obvious that CCTV cameras act as a deterrent for thieves, therefore pupils’ belongings, such as scooters and bikes, can be protected by the use of cameras in appropriate locations. In addition to this clear benefit, children feel more secure at school with the knowledge that bullying is less common when the presence of cameras in school is observed, particularly in locations where adults may not regularly be available to help. However, at this time, not all schools have these systems in place.

Taking note of the positive outcomes that have been recognised in schools where cameras have been introduced, there is now compelling evidence which suggests that they should be introduced into all classrooms across the country. This act would surely continue to ensure the safety of both pupils and teachers within our schools and it is my belief that it would also lead to a higher standard of behaviour as teachers would have recorded evidence that they could show parents in relation to their children’s behaviour.

In summary, CCTV has proved to be efficient in schools: reducing acts of crime, saving money and improving the feeling of safety. I believe the time has surely come to install cameras in all classrooms in order to ensure that our children receive these benefits.


